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America’s Press

_Says What It Thinks of “German Peac é»

T A MEETING of Russian, German
U, and Austrian delegates st Brest-
® pitovsk the Germaniec powers |
:  a tentative “peace” offer in response | bu
‘Rassisn suggestion, stipulating, how- |
w the proposal could be realized |
nﬂ'!in the event that all belligerents ad- |
it
h;:d;;tlsndod to offer .1)eu.cu ““without
i snﬂex-"_ti““s and 11\-:lc.-mn:tles,” the | outside of Russia the offer was regard-
jon of subject nationalities that have | ed as an attempt to inveigle the Allies into
ow political independence to be set- |a discussion of terms and also as a con-
8o | fession of fundamental German weakness,
conmed individually. It demanded, how-: despite the truculence of its tone. It was
‘I not greeted enthusiastically in Germany,
| either.

| States and Canada to the German peace
| offer as presented to the Russians is al-
most unanimous. It is also unusually em-
phatic as an expression of popular opin-
ion. The verdict is that the offer is not
one worthy of serious consideration, that
it is fundamentally fraudulent, and that
any peace built upon such a foundation
would leave the whole war to be fought
over again when Germuny had regained
her strength to try once more for world
domination.

“The Allies,” sald “The Washirgton
| Post,” speaking of the *“peace delusion,”
“are anything but deluded., They see with

aR saying, “is to establish an economic
‘union from Hamburg to the Persian Gulf.”
At first the Bolsheviki seemed content,
t at this writing there is evidence that
even they have begun to realize the actual
meaning of these peace terms, which were
| essentially & return to the “status quo

ante,” with certain German advantages
added.
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magnitude of their task.

+

They realize the

made. Necessity drives them to new and
untried expedients, but they ave throwing
raway old prejudices and are gquick to scize
upon the advantage of timeliness, BEvery
day brings the allied nations nearer to-
gether; every day widens the gulf be-
tween civilization and a dishonorible and
unsafe peace. The German ruler and the
German plotters boast and rave, but the
allied forces of civilization work inexora-
bly toward the’'doom of the system that
strikes at frecdom.”

o, the return of Germany's lost colo-
s, called for a Poland nominally “in-
jgpendent.” but under Austrian Fupor\'i—l
doy and alse contemplated the main-
wnance of Germaon garrisens and large
todies of troops in Russian territory now
seupied. It also developed later that in
myment for the evacuation of Belgium
4nd France Germany demanded the return
o Palestine, Me vtamia and Arabia,
ard even the restoration of Tripeli to Tur-
ty, “Germany's fundamental aim,” a
Russian delegate, M. Pavlivich, is quoted
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Transeript,” “and we shall stiek to it
until the war has the right result. No
doubt a military decision i8 essential to
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The response of the press of the United |

eyes sharpened by the terrible danger. |
{ They are keenly alive to the nature and

costly nature of the blunders they have

“We are in the war,” said “The Boston |

the determination of that result. Very
well—we shall win that decision,”

recognized by “The Toronto Globe,” which
quoted President Wilson's statement upon
the declaration of war that German power
“must. be crushed,”

Analyzing' the true méaning of the
offer “The New Yerk Times” pointed out
that—

“The German peace terma aro that the |
stutus quo ante be restored to Europe. The
status quo ante is the thing that caused the
present war and will eause more unless it
bo utterly destroyed. But the status quo
nnte will never be restored exactly as it wnas;
ffn- under that status there weres &omo nu-
tions that did not enjoy the blessings of
permanent conseription. England was one
and the United States, Birazil, Cannda, Argen-
tina and Australin were among the others.
| These nations will not' be caught napping
again,'

“The Teutonic menace to civilization
must be eliminated,” was the answer of
“The Indianapolis News.” “The Denver
Rocky Mountain News" stigmatized favors
able discussion of it as “peace chatter
that softens & nation.” “So far as the

homan" thought, *it is hardly likely the

iso“c:ﬂled peace terms will even provoke
|———

Crazy Oph;:lia

—From Zhe Baltimore Sun

“The menace of a German peace” was

Allies are concerned,” “The Daily Olkla- |

| proposition intolerable.’
 Sun” considered that “there is nothing

The Same Old Dove-Cote

titterly destroyed the whole terrible war will
sooner or later have to ba fought over
again.” i

“The detestable German system,” said
“The Hartford Courant,” “must be wiped
out befora there can be real peace.”

It would be possible to fill many columns
with similar extracts from the country’s
editorinl pages and from expression of
popular opinion in letters from readers.
The answer i3 wellnigh unanimous—
“Prussia must be destroyed” before the
nations can talk of peace.

The only notable exceptions were founa
in “The New York Evening Post” and a
few papers inclined toward pacifism,
which correspond, measurably, to “The
| Manchester Guardian” in England. “The
Post” saw in Count Czernin’s offer some-
thing “which the Allies are bound to en-
tertain.!

—I'rom T'fre Philadelplio Public Ledger

discussion.” In the words af “The Colo-
rado Springs Gazette”:

“Germany cannot huy peace from her nl- |

lied foes to-day by material compensution for
the damage they have sustained at hor hands,
nor by the evacuation of the lerritory she
has invaded. There must ecomo with Lhe
cessation of baltle a sense of sceurity over
Furope that Llie ecarnage will not be re-
newed.”

“The Houston Chronicle” found “the
patronizing e¢ffrontery of the German
*The Baltimore

chastened abeut the Prussian temper.”
“The Salem (Oregon) Capital Journal,”

junder the caption, ‘‘Carthage Must Be De-

stroyed,” saw in the situation the old

" battle over again, “Home or Carthage,”

conecluding that—

“Neo moiter what it costs in lives and
treasure the world owes it to itself and teo
the gencrations to come fo fight the preszent
contest to a finish. Unless Prussianism is

“The San Francisco Chronicle” thought
| that the peace proposals make *a founda-
| tion, if not for negotiations, at least for
| talking about them.” It demanded that
[ all militarism, including “British naval-

ism’” and “our own" must be abolished
| along with German militarism. And “The
| New York American' saw in the Russian
| events a justification of Lord Lansdowne’s
proposal and called for further defini-
| tion of Allied “war aims,” adding:

His Master’s Voice
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~F'rom The Cheyenne State Leader

“It is unbellevable that the German goy-
ernment would find the hardihood to reject
fair and just offers of peace, for the aimple
reason that it ls unbelievable that the Ger-
man peopla would back up their government
in rejecting such offers—and, contrary to
much ignorant assertion and to inuch ill-
Informed belief, the German government
could not earry on war a gingle week against
the will of the German people.”

The German-American press, for the
most part, maintained a discreet slience or
made colorless comment. “The New York
Call” (Socialist) saw a confession of
weaknees for either side to offer peace
terms, or even to ‘'state its aims” as a
peace preliminary, concluding:

“George DBernard Shaw couched all this in
homely phrase when he stated that ‘if Ger-
many gets us down she will skin us alive; if
we get Germany down we shall skin her alive.’
And no pretence that this is otherwise will
gn with ony of the European belligerents.
They know each other too well”

The most widely quoted and most gen-
erally accepled expression of American
opinion was that given by Mr. Frank H.
Simonds in The Tribune, holding that the
proposed terms  wers wholly  “inadmissi-
hle,” and that “with the Germany of the
lying tongue and the brutal sword this
world cannot make pedce.”” Nothing short
of a complete military victory, as a pre-
requisite, will do. After that is gained, at
{whatever ' cost, “the beginning of just
| peace is reparation, restitution, restora-
| tion.” His conclusion was that “the civil-
1 ized world is not yet prepared to play Little
| Red Ridinz Hood to the German wolf—
Inot even at Bolsheviki invitation—and
] that is the sum total of what iz now pro-
posed."”

T Mr. Simonds, later diseussing the ques- |

tion of the Baltic provinces, declared:

YAt no time since the World War began
| has thero heen any grester peril to the future
| peace of Eurcpe than that which is inherent
| in the present peace proposals of the Ger-

mang to the Russinng., Under the cover of
Russian foermule; parporting to give small
rices the right to choose their own political
alleglance, the Germans are deliberately un=

| dertaking -to ereate & barrier befween the

Slavs-and the Baltic Sea and crect a (German
controlled ‘state which shall contain all the

 Ruasian Daltic ports from Libau to Revel,
including Pernaa and Riga. :

. ' “If ‘the present German proposal bs fee
capted by the Russians, who are utterly at
the, mercy of Gorman agents in Russian
ranks, 150,000,000 Ruzrians will be deprived
nf all outlet upon the open waters, eave on
the Arctic -ani Pacific oceans, and Russia
will be made industrially and economically'a
mere slave to Germany. Turough her own
ports of Danzig and Kénigsberg and through

Tll:lewl i .Glnd_ Hand

—From Tho Chicago Herald

the poris of Libau and Riza, in the new state

=ha'is secking to ercet, Germany would con-
| trol all Russian roads to the sea in the
| north, ond through her mastery of the Turk
| at Constantinople she would dominate the
| Ruasian road to the Moditerranean. Tke
| slightest cxamination of the German proposal
| revenls ita full purposc.”

His conclusion was this:

"Ag for the German peace proposal, it is
a colossal fraud. To he deceived by it is to
Ipt.-rr\n‘.li'. Gérmany to win the war, and to win
more than any German expected to win at
any time between the Marne and the hour
when Russia fell into chaos. We have, all of
us, the Western nations, pledged ourselves
to fight for the liberation of the subject
nations. For us te listen to the present Ger-
man proposals would be to betray 30,000,000
of Blavs, to turn them ever to the Germszn
i and the Austrian, to their present and our
| future: ruin.'

HE war has made a great difference ] = .
or sociul questiens or the fashions were con-

T to Ille“:'["'lr":‘ s, This is, in fact, a | fronted by the sudden failure of any demuand
truism. (f course war makes a | jop whag they contd supply, Reporters dis-
lfference in every depavtment of life.’ covercd that nohady wunted any sccounts of
And its effects upon newspapers would lectures or meptings, After a timo these
ceam, in many respects, most patent of all, | dificultics righted themselves in Inzge meas.
Minie Bitlas incilee oaratat arais) ure, The puh._'..: alltj-r‘..'.un eauld not be
faas a R . wholly snd contincously absorbed in fichting,

sis; and such aye #o far as it applies and the mere desire for swme relier from
Y British jeurnalism, is made in the De-| the pressure of militury concerns brought
|1en}bm' 27 issue of “The Nation,” by Her- | ;.i!n;ui u“rtzatf_\rml'.iun in the 1.;Huuil ;;m':l[.irnnhi--
s e S SR ; abont the affairs of everyday life, though
‘T:T'H‘:::\\.‘f'!ij-‘.\ writing from London. nat by uny meuans to their previous seale of
it a Hpori: A
“As the war wont an itz burden fell more
and more heavily upon newspaper publizhors
and editors. They weré hampared by the in-
creasing searcity and cost of raw matorial,
by the dificulty of transport and distribu-
ticn through the depleled train services, and
Iy the reduetion of their editorial and me-
chianical staffs thrvough enlistmont and con-
scriptinn,  The rise in the priee of print
arelsss vender must have noticed the sore | paper has proved the most serfous handicap
itmits to wi.ch journalism has lately been of all. In anncuncing its proposed change
mk Lazt woes “Uhe Daily Chroniele” joined  ‘The Chronicle’ reported the other day that
e fong 1ist of papers that have doubled paper had mone up 50 per cent since August,
their price, ving us in Londen with no 1814, Early in 1916 the government found
thesgent moarning papers except ‘The Laily 1t necessary to control the supply. In order
News'an o Duily Express. to save tonnage, the importation of paper,
“When Lhe war brolte out the first sufferers: wood pulp and other paper-muking materials
n the juurnalistic world were not the pro- was prohibited except under special licenses
jretors ¢ cditore, but the general eontribu- to be issued by a paper commission, and pur-
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- “There used to bo o popular delusion that
A war was nogood thing f It
wed what was commonly sappo=ed to be

for the papers.

il editer = chic? problem—the difficulty of

o

finding enough v to fill its columna.
Teis strs noetion of the assistance given
e state of war to the prosperity of the
lEwspancr will scareely survive the
umperience of the last threa years, The most

TreEs

wrs Unless ho ecould switeh on his inter- chasers of these various kinds of materiul |
i to millitary muntters, the free lance or | were rationed on the basis of their 1014 con-
pace writor found no market for his wares, sumption,

fegular miem of the =tad who wers re- “At first the ratio permitted was two-

fpomsible for

ctiong relating to literature | thirds, but in the case of paper itself, as

distinet from paner-making materials, it was
afterward roduced to onc-half and, later sbill; |
tu one-third, Tiese limitations have been
soverely felt. At the last annual meeting
of the Newspaper Press FPund Lord Burn-
bem, the preprietor of “The Daily Telegraph!
went so for as to say that the newspapars
Lud beon the biggest suffersrs from goveorn-
ment regulations—more than any other trade
the country. The growing searcity of |
paper has heéen aecompanied by o l‘n:n'k-..li
deeline in dts guality,. Not only newspaper
rginters put bopk printers hinve fo be con-
tent in these davs awith whatever kind of
s ikhay can get. You willl notiee that in |
the current of ocven some of the
stendard books of rvoference the ink runs if
¥ou try to make a note or an interlineation.
[t has not smoothed matters (o digcover Lhat
the povernment iteclf has beon one of the
chiof offenders ay regards the waste of good
wutirial.

isEUn=

“Not long apgo there luy on a wharf at
Permondzoy Wall a huge stuck of more than
fifty tons of printed matter—posters, hand-
bills, official forms, ete—which had baen
dizearded by the abortive National Service
P'ropaganda. There were even dumped there,
veady for pulping, massive gquarto calf-bound
ledgers of the finest gquality paper, for which

|'an ordinary firm would pay from 815 to 220,
|and in wiich notmore than wwenty or thirty
pages had been used. 1t is fair to say that
st last the authorities seem to have awakened
| ti» the noecssities of cconomy. The Con-
[ troller of tho Statiomery Uffice hus decided
to digeontinue the use of foolscap for ofli-

The War Has Done All Sorts of Things to British Newspa

pers

einl eorrespondence, and civil servants have
Leen instructed 1o write on both sides, to
uze nirrow spacing when they employ the
typewriter and to be sparing in their con-
sumpiion of envelopes.

“There were twao obvious means by which
the newspapers conld meet the new situalion,
They could provide agninst the inereased
cost. of raw material either by decressing
their size or by raising their price. Many
oight-pape daily papers wers cut down to
four pages.  Lnnece: ¥y portraits amd illus-
trations were omittod.  ‘Special’  arbicles,
whith used to oceupy a whole column, wero
compressod into half that lengih. One of
the most awkward problems was how to carry
aut thiz condenzution without sacrificing too
much of the incomno derived from advertise-
ments, and the task of allotting space in a
satisfnctory proportion must have caused
anxious consultati>ns in many offices. ‘The
Spectator’ solved the preblem by decreading
its total number of papges, allowing the same
amount of reading matter as before, and re-
dueing the space allotted to advertisements, |
but with a rize in its seale of adveriising
charges.

“The reduction in gize of so many papers
Nowaduy<, for instanee, thera iz only aqne
paper that can find reom to give the casuslty
lists in full. A few months ago the Parlia-
mentary Seervetary to the Ministry of Muni-
tions publicly regreticd that the shortage of
paper had limited the space the press ecould
give to the consideration of labor questions— |
e, g, the problem of dilution—and had beeen

penerally recognized as a miafortune. |

& sgericus handicap to the government in

keeping the nation informed of the consider- |

ations that had puided their policy.

“The expedient of a rise in price has been
widely ndopted. It was atated last June thut
since the beginning of the war 72 dailies
and 445 weekiies had made this change. ‘Tho
Times’ roised ita price first from 2 centy
to & eents, and later to 4 eenta. ‘The Mern-
ing Post ‘The Daily Mail ‘The Daily Mir-

ror,” ‘The Daily Sketeh' and several of the |

leading provincial dailies have gone up 100
per cent, Sama ofythe Migher priced papers
have encoursaged Fhe rmation vof Teading
¢ireles in order that their influence might
not sufter althouzh their circulation might
deeline, 'The tlueen,’ the leading weekly
paper devoted to women's interests, aecom-
panied the raising of its price from sixpence
to a ehilling by deviring a ‘linked subserip-
tions' selieme. A copy is sent out in & double
postal wrepper with two addresses and two
gstamps. It is posted on Friday to one ad-
drgsas and is transmitted by the first reader
the next Tuesday to the other. The trouble
| i3 that most people prefer to be the second
member of such a pair, in order that they
may be able te keep the paper. There have
ccnsequently been many mora applications
for the sceond subscription than for the first.
In & great many camps, of course, papors
have both reduced iheir size and raised their
price. They have all promised—and they
all doubtless intend—to resume the old size
and price after the war, but one may rea-
sonably doubt whether cireumstances will
not be too strong for them, in view of the

| general scarcity of all kinds of raw material

that ia likely to persizt for many years after
peace relurns,

“A minor saving in paper has been effected

by many papers by means of their refusal |

to accept ‘returns’ any longer from the news
agents. Among the weekly papera, espe-
cinlly, the practice of an annual postal sub-
land than in America. A large proportion
of the ecirculation is made through news
agents, copies being sent out by the publish-
ers ‘for sale or recurn.'! In order to lessen
the waste of unsold copies, the publishers
are now limiting their output to the number
that has heen definitely ordered, and the
newa agents, with a few exceptions—mainly
the railway bookstalls—are accordingly ceas-
ing to cater for the ecasual purchaser. The
government has compelled a further econ-
omy by prohibiting the ‘contents bills,” which
were previously so prominent a feature of
the English newspaper businezs. It so hap-
pened that in the very first week in which
this prohibition was in force there occurred
the fall of Bagdad and the Russian revolu-

tional opportunity to the specialists who used
to prepare these placards, The news ven-
ders who ply their trede at the street cor-
ners have had to devise methoda of their
own to supply the gap. Some of them have
uaed slates and otheras have announced the
events of the day by writing notices in chalk
on boards or on the sidewalk,

“"There have been a few instances—very
foew—of the amalgamation of two local week-
| 1y papers that would have been upnable to

scription has been much less usual in Eng- |

tion—events that would have given an excep- |

survive separately. The most remarkabls
case is the union of two Middlesex weekiies
of opposite pelitical epinions and traditions.
| Many journals—esnecially trade papers, de-
nominational organa and publications of so-
cietics—have collapted altogether. While
there has been this heavy mertality rata
among paners already in existence, a few new
papers have been started and have gained
| AN enormons circulation, Some ¢lever ex-
| ploiters-of the public mind were acute enough
to notice that the war had killed Sabbatarian-
| fgm.
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“When Sunday school teachers, with' ﬂg’a -
| approval of their ecclesinstical superiors,
were spending the day of rest in making
munitions, and when evervbody was ns keen
to get war news on Sunday mornings as on,
other days, it wus clear that the religious
objection to Sunday papers had been greatly
weskened. At least three new Sunday papers
]hm'a bLeen started to tuke advantage of this
change of feeling. One of them began with
a million copies and has since gone beyund
! two and a half millions. "

| “Theae newcomers began their operatiors

before there were any restrictions on the
supply of raw material, and they were sble
to procure a good denl of paper by buying
up licenses from persons who did not happen
to require all the material to which they
were entitled. In April last, however, a new
regulation was issued prohibiting the puh-
| lication of any new newspaper without spie-
| eial permizaion, so there will be no oppor-
| tunity for any further ventures of this
| kind.”
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| Guns, ‘Overcoats and Rags

Doubtless here is the root of the trouble
ahout supplying the cantonments with uni-
forms and overcoats, the price of neglect

Washington, Jaruary 2. finally being assessed in human life. The
Y WAY of contrast with the methods  hope is freely expressed that of the men
who have been trusted by the gpovernment
to act for it in the matter of contracts for
army supplies few have yielded to the
temptation to mix profits with their patri-
ble for the absence of parti-  otism.
Ship and the sincere effort Lo ascertain  General Crozier oceupied the stand
fiﬂl’luth and to rectify abuses. Ar:cording-“g“':n Monday and was patiently heard
while he read a carefully prepared state-
{ment dealing with the problems of artil-
5 have been!kr_v,. l?‘m(‘hill(‘. gruns, rifles, shells and am-
itthed . tne marter or profits from | munition generally. So far a§ rifles are
g, [ concerned, a full supply for all the train-
It appears thut Charles Eisenman isfillg‘ camps will be ready for distribution
'E“"Pl‘osldent B R SRR e 1 11;1 tl;‘l‘l dayvs, and cacEl soldier i:1 camp
Yooy coriticites g : e should have one by T ebr.uar}-'. ‘I‘ht'r old
ee of the Council o a° controversy over the Lewis machine gun
13l Defence and approved this con-|swas thrashed over, but it was brought out
U, and that Samucl Kaplan, one of |that 41,000 of these guns have been or-
hoga brothers is financiallv interested in | Cered for the aviation corps. The Brown-
: |ing guns have been contracted for to the
lamount of 132,000 and deliveries will be-

Oy

of the Committee on Manufactures
the investigation of military short-
umings by the Committee on Military
“\EBII‘S i3 not

a

4 - . -
9General Sharpe’s testimony, a typieal
Iy contract scandal seems to

?;thmg‘lﬁckin[: contract and another
il c:;:;?;;’:;;‘;ﬁ;‘- 'C‘)In“e“tf‘:‘ut Woo'lle‘r% lgin in April Whr'r}l l!:t.tenifion was called
T o ¥ the E‘)“il‘.ﬂment. 15 to th1c shortage e'xl.b'tlng in f:'hf: c'.'?u.lt.on—
i of the same committee; thatments now of machine guns for training

® Were huge profits in: the couhi'nctirnumoses‘ and that 1,400 Lewis guns were
Ui that it caneellation, fﬁ‘loﬂﬁ;!‘g. the | 8lready in stoclk that might 'be used, the

b disclosures recently_made, e bit general replied that these were held for

el g emergency calls from the aviation service.
Iy ited bYIEIMmz_m and the first| The navy also uses a good many Lewis
i

: guns in its service. There seems no doubt in
emen ‘are yet to be heard in

(defence and havo entered de-

‘ |of both men that there is a bitter spirit
wi:f General Sharpe's allegations., But of antagonism between Lewis and Crozier,
uls0 brought out that this commit- | but if the Browning gun is all that its
LT gghffel:i M accepting- an offer | supporters claim General Crozier may yet
erg of Bf;:tq v the woollen manufact- stand vindicated. When he was asked
tor chkn" b}'l _“'hlt'h» uccording. to | further about the statement he made at
‘150.00(},00{} ws” Ic%t“m‘tﬂ; the sum of the last hearing that he was not respon-
&ccount U['le‘ ”""t’ by tuu‘ government sible for the shortage of machine guns for
9 ba acce m"’_ hereased prices that had | the training camps and that the Secretary
Pued later, of War was, it doveloped that there was

L

it
!

Up Some 1

| to ourselves and our allies.

the minds of any who heard the test‘imony|

mpor tant

Threads Around the National Capital

lafter all but slight differences between
the programme of General Crozier and
that carried out by Secretary Baker, some
delay having been caused by the Secre-
tary's insistence that the Lewis gun should
"have a Tair trial.

" through the House,

The Commerce Committee

[ NVESTIGATION of shipping problems |

‘continues before this committee, curi-|
osity being stimulated by Bainbridge|
Colby's testimony, behind closed doors, con- |
cerning the submarine peril and the sue-|
cess in meeting it.  Another witness, Bay- |
mond B. Stevens, of the Shipping Board, |
refuted an attempt to connect his name’
[with a favored contractor by producing a
Tetter from General Goethals showing that
|Goethals was solely responsible for the
| contract. The incident served to bring out
|the fact that Stevens always sided with
[Goethals in the unfortunate controversy
| with Denman, whose appointment to the
board |and subsequent selection as chair-
| man was the main cause of the confusion |
and delay that have done so much injury |
The appoint-
|ment of Goethals by Seeretary Baker
|virtually to succeed Sharpe in the Quar-|
| termaster General's Department restores
o great man to the servite of his country. |
His taking over of the Bush Terminals in

New York for army purposes was a char-
acteristic stroke.

The House Commibtee on Interstate
Commerce will hava small difficulty in
drafting the necessary legislation for the
national railways plan or of passing itl

The death of Senutor |
Newlands, late chairman of the Senate |
ccmmittee, i9 & loss in itself, for Newlands, |
while not a man of commanding ability, |
was a painstaking student of any problem
that interested him. :

The seniority rule will give the chﬂ.ir-|
manship of this important committee,
doubly important now, to Ellison Duran |
Smith, of South Carolina.

is the member who ranks next to Smith,
and there has been some talk of a con-
test for the chairmanship, but the Demo-
cratic steering committes will be slow to
change the seniority rule. If, as was once
sugprested by a8 former stesring commitlee,
the election of a chairman were left to the
members of the committen neither Smith
nor Pomerene would be considered when
it was possible to elect Robinson, of
Arkansas, or Underwood, of Alabama.

It was perhaps in view of the Smith in-|

cumbeney that McAdoo sent for Cumming,
ranking minority member, to consult with

{him about the necessary legislation. The|

lines are alrveady being drawn in the Sen-

or, as Smoot made haste to explain, the
matter of his coming was “incidentally
Oyster Bay, the absorbing question re-
mains, What will he do when he comes?
Can he possibly observe the self-denying
ordinance of silence of which we have
| had advance notice? Ile has announced
| himself in favor of the Chambherlain bill
| for universal military service and has
made some editorial comments, slightly
unfavorable, upon the attitude of Secre-
i tary Baker, as reflecting that of President
| Wilson, toward that subject.

At the present moment the bill would
| =eem to have not a ghost of a chance in

Smith s not | .44 gver the question whether the average | the House, and it is likely that the Sen-

a lawyer, and many contend that he could | ot yovenue of the thres last years is not | ate, with a knowledge of that fact, will be

never have become a pgood 1
The questions that come before thiz com- |
mitiee are mainly those dealing with nice |
legul and constitutional points relating to|
the important commerce clause of the Con-
stitution. In the handling of such ques-|
tions Smith, of South Carolina, could only
lie considered a joke,at least this is one view
taken in Washington. Pomercne, of Ohio,

t

guarantee the railroads.

But the President can paraphrase the
remark of one of his predecessors concern-
ing the Panama Canal: “I have taken
over the railroads and Congress ean de-
bate the accomplished fact.”

Roosevelt to the Rescue

HE air of the national capital is al-
ready growing slightly electrical at

the news of a visit from Colone! Roosevelt,
Whether he was invited by Senator Smoot
and Representative Madden to come to
Washington to help in passing legislation

_ eDrawing from T'hg Sa

turday Evening Post

e = F . 5
AWVEL. too high a sum for thie government to|reluctant fo engage in a long discussion

lof a moot question, to say nothing of the
sentiment that universal service will add
not a single soldier to the ranks in this
present war, the draft measure taking
| care of enlistment.

|  But if the Colonel really wishes to have
|a test of strength with the Administra-
tion on that issue, there may Le an elec-
| trical storm here that will charge the
atmosphere to the remotest bounds of the
Republic. If he could persuade the Re-
publican party to commit itself to that
as an issue, the measure would probably
| pass both houses of Congress with the aid
of its Democratic supporters. But can he?

Swelling the Staff

0 ALREADY overcrowded Washington
' the Civil Service Commission has given
l':mtica that some 15,000 more government
| employes may be expected in the next
| three months. The housing question has
{ become so acute that President Wilson
Ehas appropriated $1,000 a month to the
District Council of Defence for the work
lp.f, Iegistering bouses, apartments and

mentioned” while he was on a visit to|

rooms for rent to government emploves.
!'l‘lw council, in turn, has recommended
that the government build temporary bar-
racks and erect buildings for restaurants
for the accommodation of government
workers, and this will probably be done
at an early date.

January Peace Talk

IT IS only natural, in the month suc-
ceeding the Christmas festivities, one
which by its name looks backward and
forward, named for the old Roman deity,
the doors of whose temple werae closed
only when there was peace throughout
the Roman emplre, taat taere shoum ne
much thought and the expression of many
ideas concerning peace. -This ' would be
the case, independent of the peace gest-
ures the Kaiser is making toward the
Bolsheviki and .of the announced confer-
ence onh the.subject between Lloyd George
| and Clemenceau.
| In Administration circles at Washington
| one is reminded of the determination, ex-
| pressed in more than oné of the President’s
utterances, not to make terms of peace with
the present war-lords of Germany, whose
word cannot be trusted, whose honor can-
not be appealed to, the violators of treat-
ies and the breakers of covenants. Until
the situation in Germany is changed to
one in which conditions of peace may be
discussed with' officials not already con-
victed of treachery and mendacity, to say
nothing of beastliness and barbarism,
there can be no peace. This is the Wash-
ington view.

Those who want a restatement of peace
terms ‘every other day, oy tae Ln:ted
States or Great Britain or France, are
invited to consider: first with whom cove-
nants of peace can be made or terms
of peace discussed.- For President Wil
son, the present rulers of Germany arg

| beyond tha pale.__f__ =
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